Chester Science Fair 
K-2 Judges

· Remember that you may be this child’s/this family’s first interaction with the Science Fair, so be positive!

· The experience kids have at the K-2 level sets the tone for their involvement next year.

· Encourage them to keep participating in the Fair.
· Try to ask specific questions that the children can actually answer to help boost their confidence.
· Allot about 10 minutes/project.  This could be more or less depending on whether you have a no-show on your schedule, or a child reluctant to speak!
· It works best to get down at child’s eye level.

· Be prepared to ask questions to get the child talking about the project. 
So what were you looking to find out?  (research question)
What did you think would happen?  (hypothesis)
Then what did you do? (procedure)
What did you find out?  (results and conclusion) 

What did you learn from doing this? 
· Parents are encouraged to let the child do the talking, but be prepared for parental input anyway.

· Keep the focus on the child, not directed to parent.  Use any parental comments to generate more conversation with the child, not back at the parent.
· Write comments on each scoresheet.  These are highly appreciated by the parents.  See examples below.
· The scoresheets will be returned to the child/parent at the Awards assembly on Monday, along with their “winning” blue ribbon.

· Each child will receive a Chester Science Fair button at the end of the 10 minutes of judging.

Sample Written Comments for Scoresheets:
I’m looking forward to seeing your project next year.

You were very excited about your project.
I can’t wait to see what you come up with next year!

That volcano was fun to watch.

It seems like you had a lot of fun doing your project.

I thought your idea to count M&M’s was very interesting.

I’m happy that you decided to enter the Science Fair; I’m glad I got a chance to learn about your project.















